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J9 Business Group meeting

Wednesday 20 February 2008, Tewkesbury Parklife Business Centre 

Notes of meeting

Attendees: Abid Naser-Smartline, Richard Perry-Charlton Networks, Bruce Keen-Tewkesbury Saw, Stuart Rostron- National Westminster Bank Plc, Steve Brimfield-Tewkesbury School, Justine Norman- EPAS, Symon Silvester- SAS EPC Ltd, Judith King- RPSL, Deborah Duncan-RPSL, Mike Spooner-Chillway, Mike Warner-Warners, Noal Johnson-Liverpool University, Fred Reed-Parklife Project, Tina Norman-Parklife Project, Richard Gillingham- County Council, Rebecca Dobson- Vision 21, Scott Mac Caullay-Lowe- Gloucestershire Highways, Mike Obst- GCC

Fred Reed welcomed attendees to the J9 Business Group meeting and introduced the Management Team; Kate Harrison- Base Point, Abid Naser-Smartline, Richard Perry-Charlton Networks (chair), Pauline Evans- Gloucester Express, Bruce Keen-Tewkesbury.  Fred informed the group that due to a large take up of attendees this meeting was being held over two dates, this meeting being the second date.

Richard Perry gave a presentation about the J9 Business Group, focusing on the Networking opportunities and collaborative working; where services can be brought together to reduce costs.  Richard said that a questionnaire will be sent out to all businesses on the J9 business group to get business feedback on issues in the area and how businesses can work together in the area.

Fred discussed the J9 Business Group expectations:

· The formation of a management team for sustainability and J9 Business Group strategic planning

· Change of network name

· Grow the number of businesses attending 

· Have an understanding of the J9 business sectors on site

· Look to support the needs of the businesses

· Review the opportunities to reduce business overhead cost

· Link with the other Parklife County networks and strive for best practice

· Network in and out of the work place

· Grow the Counties economy through inter business purchasing

· Play a role in the Local Economic Development Planning

Bruce Keen said that through the J9 Business Group knowing what all businesses do as an area we can market our services.

Richard Gillingham gave a presentation on Travel Planning at Ashchurch and Tewkesbury Business Park.  Discussion took place about travel in the Tewkesbury area.  Richard talked about car/lift sharing, more information can be found at www.carsharegloucestershire.com or 0870 0111 199 and people can sign up for free.  Richard discusses that businesses could give visitors the Website address for: www.nationalrail.co.uk and www.traveline.org.uk.  Richard also discussed the National Business Travel Association Website, which helps travel planning and can be found at www.nbta.org.uk.

Richard showed attendees the questions raised at the meeting on 13 February and said that the questions have been taken forward and replies to the questions will be communicated to businesses through Parklife and the J9 Business Group.

Questions raised:

Steve Brimfield-Tewkesbury School raised the following questions:

Q. Better bus provision is needed as the bus stops for students to get to school are on the main road, which is a dangerous area and there no lay bys for busses to stop, which causes the traffic to a stand still when busses stop to let people off.

A. Richard Gillingham and Scott Mac Caullay-Lowe will take this issue forward

Q. Can access into the school be improved?

A. Scott Mac Caullay-Lowe will look into this issue with Steve Brimfield

Q. Can we have a park and ride into Tewkesbury?

A. Scott Mac Caullay-Lowe will look into this with Steve Brimfield

The following questions were raised by attendees:

Q. If we could get big stakeholders in the area to provide funding for transport issues in the Tewkesbury area, could something be taken forward?

A. Yes in this situation the issue would be a higher priority if agreed

Q. Could the traffic light system be changed coming off the motorway, with it being green for longer?

A. The lights have recently changed, Scott Mac Caullay-Lowe will raise this issue

Q. Could the train system be improved from Tewkesbury, as for example if meetings are in Birmingham, you need to get a train to Cheltenham first to change to get to Birmingham.

A. Richard Gillingham will take this issue forward

Q. Has a survey been done to employees to see why people don’t use public transport?

A. Richard Gillingham said they did a survey like this to employees at the County Council, but this issue will be taken forward

An issue raised was that cars and HVG’s park which causes problems.

An attendee raised that there are now cycle schemes that businesses can adopt, which is an incentive to employees.

Fred said that at the next J9 Business Group meeting we will talk about issues in the area that need taking forward.  Fred thanked everyone for attending the meeting and said that the date of the next meeting will be circulated to businesses in the area.

Parklife


Business 


Parks Project








