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J9 Business Group Meeting @ G4 Tec 4/2/09
Attendees: Gillian Devereux, Alison Simpson & Louise Jennings (All G4 Tec), Joanne Dale (Alpha Safety Supplies), Kate Harrison (Basepoint), Chris Sweet & Mark Causer (Both Emsea Laser), Mark Rose (Connect Couriers), Peter Godwin (Godwin Ellis), Tim Deeks (JP Construction), Mike Prissick (Mike Prissick Mortgage Broker), Frank Bowe (Moog), Andrew Turner (Newmarkets Ltd), Geoff Smith (Tewkesbury Rotary Club), Abid Naser (Smartline), Chris Banbury (SMTS), Bruce Keen (Tewkesbury Saw), Steve Brimfield (Tewkesbury School), Caroline Rawlinson & Lauren Jones (Both Vivid), Claire Millar (Warners) Suzanne Boskett (Woolford Motors Engineers Ltd), Jenny Jones & Paul Bonner (Both Cotswold BMW) Cathy O’Donaghue (HR Champions), Roger Hart (C&G Business Services)  Mercedes Vaughan-Davis & Katie Power (Both Tewkesbury Borough Council), Karl Simpson & Carrie Macleod (Both PCSO), Daniel Nicholls (Canal Corridor Partnership and Parklife) Keith Rog (Parklife)
Apologies: Steve Cooper (Cartridge World), Martin Tilly (Acrohone), James Crowest (Business Link), Barry White (BWJ Enterprise), Richard Perry (Charlton Network’s), Mike Spooner (Chillway & J9 Storage), James Eacott (Cotswold Dairy), Stephen Hawkins (Moog), Roy Bamforth (Trio Motion), Raoul Moore (Smiths), Peter Gardiner (Smiths), Allard Alfirck (Real Hotel Company), David Shepherd (Theocus Arboriculture), Peter Hill (PJ Hill), Rob Ashmeade (Lakes Bathrooms), Julie Porter (Exbury Solutions), Pauline Evans (Gloucestershire Express)

Actions from previous meeting (3/12/08)

· J9 Website: More companies have updated their details, site contains news items, J9 Minutes, feedback and can be used as a selling platform.  The website will also contain updates on Tewkesbury Borough Council LSP, Tewkesbury Community Safety and from the Highways agency.
· Business Watch: MVD urged all those who have yet to register to add themselves to the database to aid the transfer of information between the police and businesses.
Update from Gloucestershire County Council and Highways Agency (Sarah Avery)

Transport Planning Unit has established a working group comprising of J9 Businesses, Highways Agency, Gloucestershire County Council and Tewkesbury Borough Council to develop a Ashchurch and Tewkesbury Travel Plan to aid accessibility and reduce congestion.  AS asked businesses to complete a travel survey to help understand businesses and their employees needs these can be completed online or via paper based formats.
Report from ‘Your Bobby on the beat’ (Karl Simpson)

KS stated the importance of businesses and the police working together to help combat crime whether through Business Watch, crime reduction surveys or with any crime related issues.  His details are available on the J9 Website.
Health & Safety- ‘Myths & Realities’ (Roger Hart)

RS gave a brief overview of general Health & Safety issues and concerns but presented in more detail regarding First Aid and Fire Regulations.  

AN asked “Is the cautiousness in Health & Safety driven by legislation?”
RH replied that “‘claim culture’ hasn’t helped Health & Safety although the administration of Health & Safety has changed so insurance companies now require more documentation.”

FB stated that Health & Safety legislation is often unclear.

RH stated that “companies should look at what is responsible and use that as a basis to work from.”
Employment Law- ‘Weathering the Economic Storm’
C O highlighted that the current economic situation has affected businesses greatly with regards to HR.  Businesses have taken many measures to manage costs in a difficult financial period whether it be redundancies, absence, restructuring, training and rewarding staff which all have had huge repercussions as regards to HR.  A number of Employment Law changes were identified such as annual leave, paternity leave and flexible working.
AOB

· If any businesses wish to seek grant support they can find this on GRANTnet which can be located on Tewkesbury Borough Council’s website- www.tewkesbury.gov.uk 
· KR stated that Parklife will soon be running a fourth version if their Business Development Programme which is no at charge to all Gloucestershire businesses.   This will give businesses the chance to improve effectiveness and explore and develop practical solutions with like-minded business people and help individuals develop their business.
· Andrew Turner of Tewkesbury Rotary Club invited the J9 BG to a charity concert at Tewkesbury Abbey with all donations going to Alderman & Knights School and Gloucestershire Youth Organisation.  Gloucestershire Youth Orchestra will be playing a number of classical pieces alongside a professional musician.  If any businesses would like to sponser the event or pledge any donations please contact Andrew Turner at andrewturner@newmarkets.co.uk  
Showcase by G4 Tec (David Ella)

G4 Tec manufacture, supply and install integrated security systems whether these be CCTV, card control/access or alarm management.  G4 Tec are part of Group 4S have been operating out of Tewkesbury for the past 25years with 570 staff worldwide.  Their two primary products are ‘Symmetry’ (Visitor Management & Security System) and ‘Girovend’ (Cashless payment system) and have a huge variety of clients including LTSB, Nike, GCHQ and even the Pentagon.

KH asked “what G4’s commitment was to local suppliers and Tewkesbury?”
DE stated that “G4 try and use local suppliers as much as possible and that at least 70% of the workforce are based either in Tewkesbury, Cheltenham or Gloucester.”

The showcase was followed by a guided tour of the G4 plant.
Actions

· ALL: those yet to sign up to Tewkesbury Business Watch to register
· Additional copies of Tewkesbury Business Directory can be obtained from Katie Power (Tewkesbury Borough Council) Katie.power@tewkesbury.gov.uk 
· ALL: those yet unregistered to J9 website please register, any problems contact Abid Naser at Smartline abidnaser@smartline.co.uk
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